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Spelling Bee winners from left to right: Natalie Coletti from St. 

James Academy (3rd place), Christian Pagan from WPS (2nd 

place), and Lily Abbe from WPS (1st place). Congratulations ! 

SUPER SPELLERS TAKE THE STAGE 

 

By: Joey Hassen  

  On January 14, 2019, the annual Knights of Columbus Spelling Bee was held 

at St. James Academy. The night was filled with entertainment, snacks, and fun. 

There were five students from Washington Park School and five students from St. James 

Academy who participated.   

The students from Washington Park School were chosen to go to the spelling 

by a surprise test that Ms. Johnson, the eighth grade reading teacher,  administered to 

the eighth grade students. The test had approximately thirty-five words that were very 

challenging to spell. The students with the most correct spellings were selected 

to represent Washington Park School at the spelling bee.  

The top three winners of the spelling bee would win a combined total of 

$150. In first place was Lily Abbe of Washington Park School. In second was Christian 

Pagan of Washington Park School and in third place was a student from St. James, Na-

talie Coletti.   

In the end, no matter the prizes, the participants all had an action packed 

night.   

Principal's Message:                                               February 2019 
 Happy New Year to everyone at Washington Park School! 

The New Year is going to be full of great and exciting events, but, be-

fore we look forward, I would like to reflect on the past few months. 
 December 2018, was a busy month. Our boysô and girlsô 

basketball team seasons began, and they have enjoyed a great season. 

Students from the Washington Park Band, Junior Chorus and Glee Club 
performed at the Totowa Borough Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony. The 

following week the students shined brightly when they performed the 

Winter Concert for their families, friends, and the student body of Wash-
ington Park School. All of the events were greatly attended, and every-

one involved did an amazing job. 

 In January our students participated in the St. James Knights 
of Columbus annual Eighth Grade Spelling Bee at the Academy of St. 

James of the Marches in which WPS placed first and second. Great job 

to all of our fourth grade students who contributed to the Passaic County 
Poster Calendar contest; not only did one our pictures make the calendar, 

but we received honorable mention as well. 

 Benchmark testing began for all grades shortly after the sec-
ond marking period came to a close, opening the grading portal for ea-

gerly awaiting students and parents. Entering the third marking period 

ushered the halfway point of our school year. Our one to one initiative 
has expanded to our grade three and four classrooms allowing each 

student to have their own laptop device. All our math classes were intro-

duced to and have been extremely successful with the ñProblem of the 
Weekò, which is a weekly real-world math problem the students work 

together to solve. 
 Looking forward, the months of February and March will be 

very busy starting with the Book Fair hosted by the PTO on February 5, 

6, and 7. Soon after, our Unplugged Concert is on February 10, Nations 
Night will be on February 18, and the month will end with the Eighth 

Grade Fashion Show at The Brownstone. The main event of March will 

be our annual school musical, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 
 All of the excellent opportunities that Washington Park 

School provides would not be possible without the incredible support of 

our School Board, PTO, and the hard work and dedication of the Wash-
ington Park School staff. 
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GRADE 3 

 A Honors 

Majd Adham 

Kamil Aly 

Sabrina Antonucci 

Sophia Balbaki 

Ariana Bullaro 

Ashley Caggiano 

Philip Cheff 

Julian Esa 

Alan Guilliani 

May Hanini 

Dylan Holmberg 

Adyan Hossain 

Alyssa Latorre 

Jacqueline McGovern 

Joseph Nieto 

James Pascucci 

Mehjabin Rahman 

Hannah Reynoso 

Jordyn Rogin 

Arianna Rossi 

Daniel Sciancalepore 

Mark Zalenski 

 B Honors 

Christian    Algaba 

Julian Angione 

Logan Arroyo 

Emily-Faith Asare 

Giovanni Bambara 

Nico Barbiere 

Giovanna Burress 

Derren Claudio 

Junnia Conde 

Lillian Corbo 

Ryan Corentin 

Patrick Diaz 

Josephine Diliberto 

Adrianna Galeazzi 

Kayla Giarrusso 

George Golcev 

Valer Gomez-Puentes 

Luca Grant 

Sophia Hernandez 

Gabriella Juliano 

Joud Khatib 

Patryk Kobylinski 

Nicholas Lisitano 

Maya Lorusso 

Dennis McVeigh 

Jil Modi 

Leiah Olivo 

Alexander Owens 

Francesco Peluso 

Fabian Perez 

Nicole Pinto 

Yamile Principe-Leyva 

Roshni Razzak 

Chase Reynolds 

Damien Rojas 

Daniela Romaniello 

Julian Rossi 

Camila Sandoval 

Makayla     Shearin 

Savannah    Snell 

Ethan Thompson 

Giulianna Torres 

Olivia Urban 

Anthony    Viola 

Nicky Zheng 

Aya Zreik 

GRADE 4 

 A Honors 

Saul Claudio 

Isabella Cruz 

Angelo Di Blasio 

Aiden Doko 

Jayden Gandhi 

Derek Guess 

Jaylanie Guzman 

Paige Hasselberger 

Shakir Khan 

Sabrina Linares 

Jolie Moursi 

Sophia Olsen 

Anthony Paese 

Caylee Reynolds 

Sarah Sefcik-Ma 

Krishna Thaker 

Marley-Metta West 

 B Honors   

Jaxon Angelo-Marrugo 

Angelina Angotti 

Obada Arnous 

Chase Arrindell 

Granger Choe 

Keshav Desai 

Joshua Giarrusso 

Salvatore Gonzalez 

Rachel Gordon 

Aiden Guzman 

Sheyla Hernando 

Francis Juliano 

Tanjim Kadir 

Chase Marshall 

Ioannis Koularmanis 

Alyssa Ricca 

Adrianna Sabatino 

Emily Sosnovska 

Aidan Stokes 

Gabriella Veneziano 

 B Honors   

Vincenza Aliano 

Layth Allabadi 

Kaylee Balaguer 

Alexis Battagliese 

Brianna Bellome 

Asiya Bhuiyan 

Anthony Bullaro 

Mia Castellitto 

Gabriella DePalma 

Caleb DeVries 

Daniel Domiciano 

Katelynn Dominguez 

Julianna Endrikat 

Dante Fasoli 

Emely Ferreras-Antigua 

Alexa Gaboda 

Gianna Garofalo 

Sofia Golcev 

Lilly Grullon 

Ava Guarente 

Anthony Jackson 

Anshi Kanani 

Andrea Kobylinski 

Sara Kozlowski 

Amy Lara 

Kacie Lara 

Gianna Liguori 

Alif Mahmood 

Josiah Martinez 

Madison Massicot 

Ava Molan 

Hailey Molan 

Shanaya Ortega 

Gianluca Polibio 

Eric Puglise 

Naya Ramadan 

Liliani Ramirez 

Carl Ricca 

Dime Ristovski 

Samantha Rivera 

Gianluca Rubestello 

Natalie Santiago 

Nicole Schaffer 

Madelyn Scheck 

Laura Schultz 

Sakina Sherazi 

Jonathan Suero 

Kush Thaker 

Scott Trajkoski 

Sydney VanWinkle 

Leila Viera 

Elisabeth Vlahopoulos 

Albert Yannarelli 

Elizabeth Yannarelli 

James Yannarelli 

Chloe Zhang 

GRADE 5 

 A Honors 

Rami Attili 

Rian Veroniq Babaran 

Michael Berman 

Evan Errigo 

Emily Kalafut 



The Park Press 

Page 3 

Madison Mazur 

Jaileen Melendez 

Derek Mikulka 

Logan Monteyne 

Makeilah Montgomery 

Michael Moro 

Jean-Georges Nunez 

Alexa Pasquariello 

John Pelosi 

Conor Petersen 

Savannah Pillsbury 

Anastasia Psarros 

Sara Rahiman 

Gabriella Rivera 

Daniela Roberto 

Michael Rodriguez 

Alan Romaniello 

Anthony Sabatino 

Grace Salvador 

Alessia Samuel 

Danielle Sasso 

Fiorella Silva 

Tricia Snell 

Shahd Tamimi 

Landon Taylor 

GRADE 6 

 A Honors 

Abraham Ballesteros 

Mackenzie Beazley 

Kyle Chou 

Dylan Cooper 

Alexa DeLuccia 

Christopher Dingle 

Kacey DiPasquale 

Ava Drakakis 

Derek Melissant 

Gianna Navarra 

Ava Nicosia 

Dante Palazzo 

Brandon Phan 

Tristan Puerta 

Alexander Retamozo 

Johan Richardson 

Ella Sciancalepore 

Shane Snell 

Alejandro Soto 

Hope Sullivan 

Nayla Tapia 

Sofia Tercias 

Gabriel Torres 

Talia Torres 

Isabella Velazquez 

Carlos Vera 

Alexa Viola 

GRADE 7 

 A Honors 

Sara Barrise 

Giavonna Bergamasco 

Sara Castillo 

Isabella Macaluso 

Daniel Pagano 

Salvatore Panicucci 

James Reynolds 

Rebecca Ulloa 

 B Honors 

Antonio Aguirre 

Sabrina Amendola 

Mona Arnous 

Nyamekye Asare 

Brian Buniewski 

Shahid Choudhury 

Gianna Gaboda 

Ariana Gandhi 

Krish Kanani 

Valencia Lowhur 

Makayla Porter 

Alexandra Reccoppa 

Ivana Revisore 

Jesse Santos 

Sophia Volpe 

Arrian Wynter 

 B Honors 

  

Hannah Alvarez 

Logan Alvarez 

Alayna Antonucci 

Giuliana Antonucci 

Aiden Arroyo 

Madison Baer 

Santino Barbiere 

Elijah Burress 

Nicholas Caggiano 

Alexander Carlo 

Olivia Ciampa 

Ryan Condon 

Cameron Francese 

Jordyn French 

Fiza Gohar 

Nashit Ishraq Ifti 

Tahmidul Islam 

Jerremy Juarbe 

Lilliana Kalokitis 

Batu Kocakulak 

Ethan Lamberty 

Jake Marretta 

Anthony McNerney 

Joseph Mancini 

Delanie Morrissey 

 B Honors 

Lily Abbe 

Matthew Antonucci 

Yazen Ayyad 

Isaiah Barbosa 

John Bucher 

Dylan Cannataro 

Alisa Ceka 

Arshi Chowdhury 

Alondra Flores 

Sophia Guarente 

Evan Guzman 

Joey Hassen 

Gianna Hortas 

Leith Matari 

Samir Matari 

Luke Monteyne 

Jay Ortega 

Jayle Ortiz 

Valerie Padilla 

Christian Pagan 

Giancarlo Peluso 

Samuel Pierson 

Sabrina Rabboh 

Michael Romayo 

Isabella Rossi 

Jennifer Salvemini 

Dianna Soubany 

Natalie Stoupakis 

Saad Sultan 

Ayla Teke 

Christian Tillie 

Alexandria Walters 

Raymond Walters 

Paul Yannarelli 

Nathan Cielemecki 

Andrea Jean Colobong 

Kush Desai 

Ariella Endrikat 

Alana Errigo 

Jonathan Falconi 

Giavanna Forte 

Micaela Garcia 

Peter Ghaly 

Gianna Goow 

Matthew Huliev 

Charles Johnson 

Dillon Kaleda 

Ilayda Kucuk 

Mykhayla Lopez 

Megan LoPorto 

Kayla Mehner 

Molly Monteyne 

Nicholas Montiel 

Alexus Navarro 

Kayla Perricelli 

Tiffany Poma 

Julia Prosperi 

Nifaz Razzak 

Mary Reilly 

Alexa Riker 

Emily Rogin 

Bilal Safadi 

Salsabil Sattar 

Catherine Snell 

Jason Souto 

Aleia Stokes 

Briana Stokes 

Jillian Tovar 

Kiril Tracev 

Brandon Veneziano 

GRADE 8 

 A Honors 

Jillian Baxter 

Frederick Dell'Aquila 
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 STUDENTS TAKE THE STAGE 

 

 By: Jasline Pena   

 

 On December 11, 2018, fourth through eighth grade students performed an amazing concert for parents, students, 

and staff at Washington Park School. The night started off with the Future Band, fourth grade students, playing their instru-

ments beautifully with three songs, ñJolly Old Saint Nicholasò, ñGood 

King Wenceslasò, and ñJingle Bells. 

 Next, the Junior Chorus performed four wonderful songs sung 

perfectly by the third through fifth grade students. Following the Junior 

Chorus, the Glee Club stepped up and sang a traditional song ñI Saw 

These Shipsò and two popular songs. The Glee Club sings traditional 

songs, pop songs, and suggestions are always welcomed.  

The A Cappella group sang a lovely traditional song ñOh Come, Oh Come Emmanuelò that they put 

their whole heart into. The second to last performance was the Senior Band which played two songs which they 

performed amazingly. 

The finale was astounding. Everyone came together to sing and play the lovely song ñSleigh 

Rideò. Thank you to Mr. Latka and Mr. Carl for all their hard work and effort in teaching the chorus and band 

students these wonderful songs. They were able to present an entertaining night for all to remember.   

HOORAY TO THOSE WHO PLAYED  

   By: Matthew Antonucci 

             Jillian Baxter 

                                                      Alisa Ceka 

           Brian Gaboda 

 

The annual Washington Park School Student / Faculty Volleyball Game was 

held on November 13, 2018. The event is actually a fundraiser with the entrance fee 

deposited in the student activity account for the expenses of the graduating class of 2019.  

It was a huge success based on the amount of money raised. The staff and 

students had a spectacular time. Though the students lost all games, there were 

two matches with close scores. In those two games, the students were in the lead until 

the very end.   

The students were separated into three divisions. These groups included Groups 1, 2, and 3. In a game of volleyball, the goal is to have three hits with 

the third hit going over. However, our mindset as students wasnôt to play volleyball correctly, but to beat the faculty once and for all. And of course, the whole 

point of the game was to have fun, which the students did.   

Overall, the volleyball game raised a substantial amount of funds and provided a 

great memory for both the eighth grade students and staff members who participated.     

Although the stu-

dents were a bit 

frustrated that they 

did not win any 

games, it did not 

take away from the 

fun they had.  


